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A secret Brotherhood of Indian
revolutionaries declares war on the
East India Company, a.k.a John
Company. The year is 1856.

The prologue of The Vedic
Warriors of 1857 takes you into the
dense forests of Central India
where native tribes valiantly fight
the colonial army. Right from the
word go, author Nikita Khanna
Pani transports you into 19th
century pre-independence India.
From the rustic and gritty world of
a secret brotherhood — nicknamed
the ‘Vedic Warriors’by the British —
to the opulent world of Rajas and
Maharajas, the canvas is expansive,
and the writing detailed. The
intricacy of every visual reflects the
depth of research to the discerning
mind.

The author goes on to build the
universe of the story, revealing the
characters slowly and weaving them
seamlessly into the plot. Mythology
is used cleverly, with the Vajra being
the symbol of the secret
brotherhood. As explained by the
author, it is the divine weapon used
by Lord Indra to annihilate evil.

The Vedic Warriors of 1857 pays
homage to the heroes of the First
War of Independence, some known,
some relatively unknown. They
have been integrated into the
fictitious world of the Vedic
Warriors who aspire to win India
her freedom. One would commonly
presume that the story is about the
Indian mutiny, but that is not the
case. While the mutiny is
integrated into the story, the actual
plot is completely fictional.
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Nikita Khanna is born and brought up in Mumbai. She
graduated from Jai Hind College in Mass Media and did her
post graduation from Sophia's Polytech. She started an
exciting career in the Film and Television industry in 2006.
This is where she discovered her passion for writing. Being a
history buff, she was drawn toward India's rich historical
past. The French Revolution served as an inspiration and left
her questioning India's First War of Independence which is
popularly known as the Mutiny of 1857. Her research on the
subject shook her understanding of history as it had been

told in history books.

Thus the idea of The Vedic Warriors of 1857 was conceived
in the year 2010 as an ambitious alternate version of history;
a fantasy many of us wished was true. For many years the
daunting extent of the subject kept her away from it. The
pandemic locked all of us in and thus Nikita decided to
pursue a long standing dream of penning the book. Through
the lockdown she read and wrote and the Vedic Warriors of
1857 started to take shape from a mere concept to a full
fledged novel.
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They are the force that drives the story forward. And the
third stakeholder is the corrupt and cruel colonial

) power, who are the antagonists of the story. The book
stakeho}ders of the story. A.greed-drlven deep dives into an era that most of us know little about.
royalty is represented by princess The author takes you on a journey of thrill and discovery
Indraini, a surprisingly complex character. 55 the plot progresses and the stakes rise higher. Very
The Vedic Warriors or the revolutionaries  often, the reader finds themself with a lump in the
represent unadulterated nationalism. throat as Nikita Khanna Pani conjures the pain of our
colonial past.

he book has three vivid points of view
reflecting the three important
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Some would say they could fight an entire annyalone:'Soms Would say their swords had sparks. They
were the invisible hands of justice.
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Nick named the Vedic Warriors by the British; the five secret revolutionaries attacked

Company strongholds and punished cruel officers. They were called the Swadhin Sena and Anant was
their enigmatic leader. He was the legend that mothers whispered into the ears of their children. The
five brothers were united by common cause: the freedom of Bharat from the draconian East India
Company. Their mark was the ‘Vajra’ - the lightning bolt of Lord Indra- the vanquisher of demons.
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They planned to unite the armies of India’s Princely States into one mammoth army which would
challenge the Colonial rule. These revolutionaris from kingdom to kingdom with a bundle of
chapatis conveying the secret » 8 coming. The little people helped the
rebels to overthrow kingdoms.
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However, when they bumed down theligdofn of Akshiayoaréd seized ts army, they
unknowingly invited the wrath of Pringess Indraini. je run in the wild forests of Central India, the
exiled princess vowed to have her revenge on the Br rs at any cost.
The Vedic Warriors of 1857 isthe thrilling story oluti ry Iéaderand a vanquished princess set
in the historical backdrop of 1857. It re-visits th fipast of India through a fresh lens. The forces
of an exploitative East India Company and gre clashwith brave warriors motivated to
win Bharat her liberty and dignity:

Historical Fiction

E Evincepub
Publishing

91789354"46281 Bn

INVd VNNVHY VLIMIN

66+ ¥NI ‘d¥IN

v

At the heart of the saga is a poignant love story. However, the author has not let it overshadow the
main plot of the book. ‘The Vedic Warrior of 1857’ published by Evincepub Publishing, makes for an
engaging read. The author compels you to get absorbed into the world created by her and catapults
into the middle of a tumultuous time in India’s history. The expert storytelling is complimented by
authentic visual descriptions. All in all, author Nikita Khanna Pani’s first novel leaves a deep impact on
the reader, which is felt for days to follow. The book has been launched worldwide and is available on
Amazon, Flipkart, Kindle and other portals.
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