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THE LITERATURE TODAY

The A u t h o r
Sambit Daspatnaik loves writing science

fictions. His interests are in ancient

aliens, historical fantasy and space travel.

His writing interest started from a

young age. He also loves loves to paint

and sketch. He started painting since

childhood and won many prizes in

painting competitions. He never loses an

opportunity to capture moments in his

daily life with a camera. Sambit

completed his Engineering studies in

Electronics from Nagpur university and

completed his Post Graduate in Business

Management from Symbiosis, Pune.

Sambit is an IT software professional

residing in Hyderabad, India.

Sambi t D a s p a t n a i k
The B o o k

“The year was 2080 BCE… The epic Mahabharata war that was fought thousands of

years ago between the Pandavas and the Kauravas was thought to be the last. But

generations later, everyone was mistaken. The descendants of the Pandavas and the

Kauravas (Pauravas) faced a mammoth invasion by the Gandharvas. The Pauravas had to

face new challenges to save the land of Bharata (Ancient India). New lessons were

learned, old secrets were unveiled and new allies were made. Would the Pauravas be able

to save the city of Moenjo and Hariapa? Would the Ancient Aliens (the sky Gods) really

come to their rescue? Read on to know more in the story "The Last War". Can we really

rely on an extra-terrestrial object as the source of unlimited power? What would be the

repercussion? Read on to know more in the story "Genesis". A team of researchers went

to an alien planet that was inhabited by humanoid species. However, they were faced by

an imminent danger. Would Captain Hari get an answer to the imminent threat that lies

ahead for his crew? Read on to know more in the story "The Holy Temple of Eula".”
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS

Wi t h  Sambit D a s p a t n a i k
The Literature Today: Hi Sambit, first of all, congratulations on the
publication of your book. How has the audience responded to the
book so far?
Sambit: Thank you so much for providing me with this forum to
reach out to my readers. This is my debut mythological science
fiction book. I am receiving a splendid response from the readers
and pleased with the feedback I have received so far.

The Literature Today: The book is perfect for those short story
readers who are more interested in thrillers and war stories. How
did the idea of writing this book come to you?
Sambit: The book has the main story (It’s more of a Novella) “The
Last War” which is a science fiction war thriller in a mythological
context. The rest of the stories are short science fiction stories
dealing with different concepts such as spirituality, psychological
impact on an individual due to advanced medical science, infinite
energy and resurrection of a dying star.

The Literature Today: How far did your own experiences inspire
the stories you wrote?
Sambit: I always have had a spiritual environment in my family. I
grew up listening to mythological stories from my grandmother
Bishnupriya, my mother Alaka and my father Santanu. At the same
time, my inclination has always been towards science and future
technologies. So, my main story “The Last War” reflects on a
scientific touch to the mythological background that my story has.
For that matter, the story “The Holy Temple of Eula” has a deep
spiritual message. The story “Blink” was influenced by my
wondering “what if” humans had feline eyes.

The Literature Today: How did the idea of experimenting in
mythological writing come to you?
Sambit: Infact, I would call it a mythological science fiction that
very few authors have ventured into. As I said, I grew up listening to
mythological stories. So, my main story “The Last War” reflects on a
scientific touch to the mythological background that my story has.
Today there is a lot of emphasis and research on the fact that we
are not alone in this universe and we have been guided by the Sky
Gods through time immemorial. There is a belief that in remote
past we were scientifically and spiritually more advanced.

The Literature Today: How did you manage to keep the stories
short and yet you wrote at length?
Sambit: My idea was to experiment with writing in various genres
within the science fiction realm. So I thought of coming up with
multiple short stories lead by a main themed short novel. At the
same time, I attempted to keep the readers on their toes and glued
to the book which I could successfully achieve based on the reviews
that I have been receiving.

The Literature Today: Any other mythological stories you enjoy
reading?
Sambit: I have been reading a lot on the Hindu Mythologies such as
the Puranas, Ramayana, Mahabharata and our Indian history. I
have also enjoyed reading the Greek mythology “The Illiad”, and
was mesmerized by the story of “Helen of Troy”. Ancient spiritual
and war stories excite me.

The Literature Today: How far does science-fiction appeal to you
as a genre?
Sambit: I love science fictions. Many inventions have happened due
to the ideas or technologies put across in science fictions. The
concept of mobile calling was evident in the 1980’s Star Trek series
and is a possibility today, while the picturization of a mini-
computer in a handheld device portrayed in the 1970’s is a reality
in our time. What I like best about science fiction is that one gets an
opportunity to explore the unexplored in terms of ideas and
writing. Science fiction can be challenging at times because the
writer puts across unimaginable possibilities in front of the reader
in a way that the readers can comprehend from a different
perspective altogether.

The Literature Today: Are there any particular authors or books
you enjoy reading?
Sambit: As I have been telling many of my readers, I read more of
nonfictions than fictions. This complements with my mythological
science fiction writing that needs research work. I enjoy reading a
variety of books which are mostly nonfiction. In reading fictions, I
am a bit choosy and selective.
Paulo Coehlo (Alchemist is my all-time favorite), Rhonda Byrne (The
Secret), Dr. Brian Weiss (his series of books on past life regression
therapies), Devdutt Pattanaik (mythology) are some of my
favorites.

The Literature Today: Many authors and readers will come across
this interview. Would you like to give any advice to budding
writers?
Sambit: The message I want to put across to the readers and
authors is to read a lot of books early in their lives and then explore
more in the area of their interest. Writing is a beautiful medium to
let your ideas and inner voice take shape. Another thing to avoid is
procrastinating. Keep writing and you never realize when you are
ready to publish your book. If you are keen on mythological or
historical fantasies, you need to research a lot. As far as writing
science fiction thrillers is concerned, explore the unexplored and
continuously question “what if?”

The Literature Today: Please tell us about your future projects in
writing. Your readers might be waiting for your upcoming novels.
Sambit: Many of my readers reached out to me asking about my
next project. I would like to explore more in terms of going further
back in our ancient historical times and explore the possibilities of
mythological science fiction. Until then, stay tuned.

The Literature Today: What would you like to say about
contemporary writing?
Sambit: I see a vast scope in contemporary writing. There is a lot of
experimentation in the writings of today’s authors and the readers
love it. Also, I see a lot of boldness emerging from contemporary
authors in terms of expressing their views openly through their
writings.

The Literature Today: Thank you so much for sparing your time  
and answering the questions. All the best to you.
Sambit: Thank you so much. The pleasure is all mine.
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Dev ika Das

"Happiness, stress, ecstasy or depression, it's all a mind game. As long as

our mind is under our control, everything else is. That's what The Mind

Game is all about. It is not an average self-help book that preaches life-

enhancing methodologies based on complex science or long philosophical

verses. The book's genius lies in its simplicity. It offers quick, actionable

and instantly applicable tips that will help readers lead better lives,

instantly."

Her  hobbies include reading,  listening to  

music, and theatre.

The B o o k

The A u t h o r
An eloquent writer whose words pour out

naturally. That's Devika Das. Her first

encounter with writing happened at the age of

13 when she explored various paths of poetry.

Later, she started blogging in 2008 and

stepped into novel writing in 2016.

The poem that has received great acclaim is

"For Those At Kargil", a tribute to all those

martyrs who have laid down their lives while

serving the nation. Creative writing liberates

her and is a medium to express her real Self.

It's often noted that a person is not expressing

himself/herself clearly when he/she talks to

someone; however, writing is a medium that

gives a person the liberty since there is less fear

of being judged by people.

Her recent publication, an anthology

contribution, talks about breaking stereotypes.
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS

W i t h Devika  D a s
The Literature Today: Happiness, stress,

ecstasy or depression, it's all a mind game. As

long as our mind is under our control,

everything else is. Still, some people feel

everything lost and they do not go ahead in

their life. Do you have some text for them?

Devika Das: Obviously, there are situations

where you feel hopeless and take a backseat.

90% of people are actually running aimlessly.

Do you know how you have improved from

yesterday or what will you do today to

progress in life? A shift in attitude will help

you stay motivated.

The Literature Today: What, in your opinion,

are the most important elements of good

writing?

Devika Das: Knowledge about the topic,

imagination, creativity and language skills.

The Literature Today: What was your favorite

part, and your least favorite part, of the

publishing journey?

Devika Das: Favourite part - when I received

the first copy of the paperback Least favourite

- Initial stages of publishing where I had to

follow up with the publisher :)

The Literature Today: Are there any secrets

from the book (that aren’t in the blurb), you

can share with your readers?

Devika Das: A lot of tips are mentioned in the

book which are actually the lessons I have

learned in my life. A few tips have been

implemented by my readers that have guided

them.

The Literature Today: We’ve just started a

new year and I’ve seen lots of posts about new

years’ resolutions. Do you have anything

special that you’ll be focusing on thisyear?

Devika Das: Not specifically for New Year

but yes on a daily basis I want to improve as a

person. This year I will focus on finishing my

new manuscript and get it published :)

The Literature Today: If you could ask one

successful author three questions about their

writing, writing process, or books, what

would they be?

Devika Das:

a) What was their first piece of writing?

b)How long does it take for you to unwind  

from the characters in your story?

c) Any book or quote that you liveby?

The Literature Today: One more important

question, Devika. There are lot of other books

on Mind, Self-Development etc., how “The

Mind Game” is different from them?

Devika Das: The Mind Game is not preachy -

that is what readers have said. They have felt

the language is simple to understand and it

seems like I am talking to them in person.

The Literature Today: What is the role of

criticism in an author’s life? How do you face

criticism in your life especially in a literature

career?

Devika Das: I would call it feedback - it is

very important for a writer to improve his/her

skill. I take feedback seriously. Constructive

criticism is always welcome as it improves my

writing skills. I don’t pay heed to brash

comments.
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N e e t u K h a t r i K a j a l

The B o o k

Vanshika longs for true love and romance in her married life as her

husband, Manav is a workaholic and doesn't show any interest in his

married life. Vanshika meets a friend from her college time and gets

infatuated towards him. She finds hopes for love and romance after

meeting Rishi. Her best friend Manushi accompanies her in her

journey. Vanshika decides to get divorced from Manav. Does she get

aparted from Manav? Does she find her true love and romance?

Immortal Love is a story of love, romance, passion, friendship,

dedication, obsession and devotion.

The A u t h o r
Neetu Khatri Kajal is an author of two

published novels so far. She is a passionate

reader and writer who gathers experiences

through traveling. She believes that poetry

emerges out as a reflection of thoughts and

emotions. Her ink bleeds through her

moods which is devoured by millions. She

writes in blogs on boloji.com and

momspresso.com. Her write-ups often find

space in leading magazines and

anthologies. She takes poetry as the best

tool for the expression of thoughts and

emotions.
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INTERVIEW HIGHLIGHTS

Wi t h N e e t u K h a t r i Kajal

The Literature Today: Welcome to The Literature Today’s

Premiere Edition Mrs. Neetu. First of all, a big congratulation

on your published book “Immortal Love”. How do you feel

about being a published author? Share your experience with

your readers.

Neetu: Thank you so much. It’s an amazing feeling seeing

your own paperback in your hands. More over, when people

read your piece of hard work and appreciate your kind

efforts, it’s beyond thoughts how I discern such situations.

Every time, I cherish such valuable moments. Being a

published author, I relish the fruits of my hard efforts which

are reflected through readers’ reviews. Here, I would love to

convey my heart felt gratitude to my readers and admirers

who bestowed so much love to my works.

The Literature Today: I’ve read your book and I genuinely

feel that it’s a story of “love, romance, passion, friendship,

dedication, obsession, and devotion.” so my next question to

you is that what inspired you to write this book? What was the

impetus behind this work of yours?

Neetu: Every author yearns to present the real and

contemporary situations before readers which might be

correlated with their own life. The story sprinkles the shades

of love, romance, dedication and passion that today’s woman

often possesses. Readers will find the story very close to their

hearts and having reflections of their own lives especially the

scenario that today’s woman finds herself to be tangled in.

The true empetus behind creating this piece is making people

aware of their true love which always exists quite close to

them.

The Literature Today: The story revolves around a fictional

character “Vanshika”. I have a general question which any

reader may ask, is this inspired by any real character or true

event?

Neetu: Yes, surely. It’s quite inspired by real people and

events. It’s just a blend of reality and fiction. The book

presents the dillemma of today’s young women who get

infatuated at some points of time having engrossed in adverse

situations created by their own state of mind.

The Literature Today: Writing a novel is a bit difficult task.

How much time did you take to complete this book? When

you actually started writing it?

Neetu: Of course, it was a big challenge to me before

beginning with the plot and storyline but it seemed quite

easy while progressing with the characters. They themselves

helped me move further with great enthusiasm. It took me

almost half a year to complete manuscript and making the

book available for the readers having published it.

The Literature Today: Coming to the story again, Neetu, do you

support “Vanshika” in this story. Being a reader sometimes I felt

her to be selfish if I am not wrong. How do you really define her

character?

Neetu: I never support such character as she always thinks of

herself. Though she feels upset with her husband, Man av’s

attitude towards her but he is not a scoundrel in any way. He is

loyal and dedicated towards her but still she gets infatuated

towards another guy which is not acceptable in any way. The

purpose of presenting Vanshika’s character is just to show how

selfish a person becomes to satisfy his/her longings that he/she

doesn’t understand the true meaning of love.

The Literature Today: As a reader, which type of book do you

like? Are you more into novel readings or there are other genres

also you give preference to?

Neetu: As a reader, I love to read novels and collection of short

stories and poems. But, sometimes I yearn to read non-fiction

and technical works also.

The Literature Today: Neetu your writing seemed to be really

impeccable and you were bold with your writings in your book,

which I really appreciate. The main characters are Vanshika

Manav, Rishi and Manushi. How you managed to justify the

characters' end of the plot.

Neetu: Every story needs numerous characters to justify with the

plot. Every character has his/her own story which needs to be

justified at times. The protagonist Vanshika remains uncertain

and confused in her demands and needs but she comes to realize

her immortal and true love in the end. Manav is workaholic

whose solo aim is to fulfill his beloved’s dreams and desires. Rishi

too gets infatuated towards his college love and Manushi falls for

him from the very first sight.

The Literature Today: I picked up a beautiful line, "A person

who truly loves you will never let you go, no matter how hard

the state is." Please elaborate this line, it will be really great.

Neetu: This is my one of my favorite quotes from the book.

Yeah, Truly a person who loves you will never let you go as it’s

his/her love that would really bring you back. Love really has

hidden powers which are beyond thoughts. Love remains firm

in every state which wins in the end.

The Literature Today: Any message you want to give to your

readers and budding authors?

Neetu: I would love to share my feelings as a reader too. Read

and read a lot whenever you get an opportunity as books takes us

to the another realm where everyone find solace. It’s an amazing

feeling which stays intact while reading good books. I would

love to convey my heartfelt thanks to my readers who showered

so much love to my works.

For budding writers, I would like to suggest that more and more

reading would fetch perfection in their writings. So, read a lot

before writing. As far as writing is concerned, pour in your

thoughts boldly into your work.
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The A u t h o r
Avik Gangopadhyay, Indian author of

repute already has 30 published books in

English and Bengali to his credits. His

uncommon treatment and interdisciplinary

approach to Aesthetics and Theories of

Literature, Language and Criticism, Death

of Languages, not-so-discussed historical

issues, Philosophical and religious ‘ISMS’,

Indological studies, Editorial endeavour in

6 books of poems and short stories –

received wide and unique critical attention

in India and abroad.

He started showing early signs of a

potential author from the age of just 8

years. Innumerable poems were written in

late teens. His works started seeing

esteemed publications since 1996. First

book was published in the year 2000.
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A UT H O R   

INTERVIEW
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Diasporic literature prominently deals with the concepts of home, identity

and memory. There is an endless cycle of remembering the past and

creating the present. The term ‘trauma’ is often associated with diasporic

literature because of the crisis of identity and memory faced by the

diasporic subject. Reading diasporic literature using contemporary literary

“trauma theory”

would prove to be an engaging exercise. “Trauma theory” is constantly

evolving to accommodate various viewpoints and possibilities. Among the

various theories put forward by trauma theorists, the theory of cultural

trauma engages with trauma as a social theory.



The Literature Today: Welcome, Avik. First thing first, we

would love to know how writing “Diaspora and Trauma

Literature” came into your mind. This has been a unique,

controversial and important topic the world faced.

Avik Gangopadhyay: Well, from my childhood, fortunately or

unfortunately, I have seen people around me, mostly having a

history of getting uprooted from their land. Be it the tragic

partition, or displacement in and out for survival. Later, I

ingressed into their psyche and found a variation in a common

pattern: levels of trauma and in multitude. My study and

research continued for 18 years and I came out with this title.

The book is also translated in Bengali. My work brings home

the reality of the refugees, asylum-seekers, returnees, internally

displaced and stateless persons across the globe, the impact of

the very sense of moving on out, capturing the psyche of the

unwelcome migrant and refugee, focusing on the related

perceptions on hybridity and postcolonial elements, linguistic

imperialism, psycho-social identity and cultural ideology,

diaspora as transnationalism or exile, as an apology for

internationalism, cultural hybridity through the narratives of

immigrant literature.

Finally, the loosely used word “Diaspora” becomes and gets a

new perspective. My book endeavours to approach the yet-to-

be definitive genre Diaspora, Diasporic Theory and Literature

too. I did not go by the sober and colourful aspect of the

expression Diaspora, that apparently the word is supposed to

bear.

The Literature Today: How did you begin writing? Did you

intend to become an author, or do you have a specific reason or

reasons for writing eachbook?

Avik Gangopadhyay: I started writing a suspense crime drama

when I was around 8 years of age but it was primarily with

imitating my father, a novelist of repute, who used to sit and

write at regular hours that initiated me into everything. While

writing scripts for Calcutta All India Radio Talks for 2 years I

breathed an air of confidence and gradual appreciation led me

through.

Yes, that was very much there from my childhood. My first

venture has been “Quest for Uncertainty”- a collection of

critical essays on world literature. The theme of ‘Uncertainty’

as an attitude towards life expressed in art and literature

tempted me to work on some texts, theories and authors. My

father and some of my close ones encouraged me that it would

become an interesting book…it was a difficult topic to

encompass texts and authors across the globe of my choice and

reading and finally I could win over an unwilling publisher.

The title “Quest for Uncertainty” was not a spontaneous one

too…a thought-out title as it reveals the quintessence of both

the search for the theme and my approach for the same. After

its publication there was no looking back.

When an idea starts teasing me I let it ripe. A

research follows. And everytime they are different.

That is my motivation. Seldom I repeat.

The Literature Today: Many regular readers may

not easily understand the meaning and concept of

Diaspora and Trauma without going through the

whole book. How do you explain it in simple words

to your readers?

Avik Gangopadhyay: Well, the literal meaning for

the word ‘Diaspora’ is ‘Dispersal’. But theorists find

the subtle differences in meaning. Here, ‘Dispersal’

may also result from a combination of compulsion

and choice, and diasporas emerge as a result of

cumulative processes and crises. Theories are

developed on the basis of the reason for migration.

They probe into the problems that are faced by the

immigrants and they analyze the reasons behind

their migration. As a result of their analysis,

theories are born.

Diasporic literature prominently deals with the

concepts of home, identity and memory. There is

an endless cycle of remembering the past and

creating the present. The term ‘trauma’ is often

associated with diasporic literature because of the

crisis of identity and memory faced by the

diasporic subject. Reading diasporic literature using

contemporary literary “trauma theory” would

prove to be an engaging exercise. “Trauma theory”

is constantly evolving to accommodate various

viewpoints and possibilities. Among the various

theories put forward by trauma theorists, the

theory of cultural trauma engages with trauma as a

social theory.

The Literature Today: As I feel, writing “Diaspora

and Trauma Literature” may have taken so much

research/ analysis and time of yours. What kind of

research do you do, and how long do you spend

researching before beginning abook?

Avik Gangopadhyay: Yes, long 18 years I have

been associated to findings and development of the

latest theories in the world of art and literature.

Well it takes quite a time to settle down. I have my

own process to tale a sojourn. I have been a

published author for two decades. The “critic,

columnist and academic” label has been there as a

known tag with me both at home and abroad. My

work revolves keeping a very close proximity to

History and reality.
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With a perseverance of an archaeologist and subtle sensitivity

of a poet - my laborious effort of coherent recording gives

birth to my creations.

I am a voyager at heart, my thirst of being wonder-dipped

takes me to places less visited, be it through travelling or be it

to newer dimensions in my spheres of ideas, thoughts and

knowledge.

The Literature Today: The book has got many awards and

recognitions as “Most Original Collection of Articles”, “2018

Author of the Year” and so on. How to you enjoy this success

and to whom you dedicate this achievement.

Avik Gangopadhyay: Apart from my seminal work on the

“Death of Language,” this is the most academically acclaimed

book of mine. I received the first recognition for this book

from The Asia-Europe Foundation, Singapore, 2014; then

from the Heinrich Heine Universitat, Dusseldorf, Centre of

the Faculty of Arts & Humanities, 2015, "Most Original

Collection of Articles"; University of Edinburgh, 2017, Special

Mention, for Scholarly Coinage of the Concept, "TRUMA

LITERATURE and subsequent Interpretation of A New

genre in Critical Literature"; Kashmiri Pandits' Network of

Art & Literature, " MahaBhash Award for the Year 2017, A

demystifying work of Scholarship, Diaspora & Trauma
Literature"; Indo-Canadian Literary & Cultural

Confederation, Toronto, " 2018 Author of the Year, for

Diaspora and Trauma Literature.

I accept all with humility. It is more than enjoyment.

The Literature Today: Are you going to keep writing and

doing only part-time work, or do you see yourself eventually

going back to a full-time, corporate-type job?

Avik Gangopadhyay: As I have already mentioned that I am a

published author for two decades. The “critic, columnist and

academic” label has been there as a known tag with me both at

home and abroad. But there is no compulsion to my writer-

self. I write only what I feel to pursue. Not Corporate type, it’s

a passion that merged with my profession. A am indeed a full-

timer.

The Literature Today: Do you want each book to stand on its

own, or are you trying to build a body of work with

connections between eachbook?

Avik Gangopadhyay: At the kernel, my craft encompasses the

spectrum of mysterious human mind and suffering. Aspects

and behaviour of Time through human history add hues to it.

My focus is on the time-specific cultural endowment. Such

treatments often factor my works as ‘One of its kind’. I intend

to remain to this category.

The Literature Today: What was an early

experience where you learned that language had

power?

Avik Gangopadhyay: To me Language is indeed a

power, life and the instrument of culture, the

instrument of domination and liberation. Words

do have energy and power with the ability to help,

to heal, to hinder, to hurt, to harm, to humiliate,

and to humble. Words are seeds that do more than

blow around. They land in our hearts and not the

ground. Speech has power. Words do not fade.

What starts out as a sound, ends in a deed. This I

understood before I started to write.

The Literature Today: Thank you so much, Avik.

Wish you all luck for upcoming literary works. Any

message for your readers and authors?

Avik Gangopadhyay: Thank you somuch.

For upcoming writers, I would like to say that

please don’t stop reading…an informed writer is a

phenomenon by himself/herself. And to the

readers, I have a plea: readers have to grow, be

mature…they too have a duty to elevate their

tastes…that too has a process…one has to undergo

this journey.

Thank you again.
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N i r a n j a n N e r l i g e V

THE LITERATURE TODAY

A UT H O R   

INTERVIEW

The A u t h o r

The B o o k
“I CHOOSE TO BE UNSTOPPABLE" is an inspiring story of

how a physically challenged person overcame all odds to live a life of

incredible achievement, success, and fulfillment. Packed with many

unexpected twists and turns, it tells us how Niranjan successfully

faced the challenges and ordeals of his life. Confined to the

Wheelchair he chose to be unstoppable.

Twenty years ago, life looked progressive with a

Masters, acquired from the IIT’s, the most

acclaimed engineering institutions in India. I

walked on the streets of Mumbai with ambitions

reaching the sky. As I stood on the beach with

the roaring waves, my eyes gazed the horizon. I

found myself in the ocean of opportunities that

could have taken me across the 7 seas. Life could

have offered me anything I desired.

But destiny had its say. On a fateful day, I fell

from a great height. It left me with multiple

fractures in the upper limbs, leaving me

completely paralyzed below the waist. Ever

since, life has been a roller coster ride on a wheel

chair. In addition, life had many more surprises

to offer, some traumatizing and few challenging.

Two decades of bumpy track destined by life has

not limited me from living a limitless life.
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THE LITERATURE TODAY
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The Literature Today: Welcome to The Literature Today,

Niranjan. Congratulations for the release of your book and

readers are loving it. How do you feel to see this success of yours?

Niranjan Nerlige V: It is an exciting feeling. I never had any clue

that readers would like the book so much. After hearing the

feedback, I am highly satisfied that whatever effort I have put has

given fruits. I was awarded Top 100 debut authors by

Criticspace and Author of the year by Lit fest.

The Literature Today: What circumstances asked to write a book

and share your thoughts? Please share your thoughts in this

regard.

Niranjan Nerlige V: After the All India radio aired a program on

my life in 2016, I was invited to give a motivational seminar in

Malnad College of Engineering, Hassan. After hearing me out,

the college students were highly inspired and came to me and

told me to write a book on my life. At that time, I started to

realize there is a value in writing a book if it makes a difference

to others’ lives. That thought was still lingering in my mind but

I made the serious effort to write only in the end of 2018.

The Literature Today: Sometimes, people fail to understand one  

with certain disabilities are as normal as themselves. How do you  

want to make a difference in such mindsets through your book?  

Niranjan Nerlige V: If I look back at the events that have  

unfolded in my life, I never would have found out how my  

future life would turn out if I continued living in a state of fear  

and uncertainty. I resisted accepting my situation in the hospital,  

I was so much in denial, there was hardly any self-acceptance.  

We keep questioning God or blame someone without taking  

responsibility for our situation and taking action. Instead of  

taking action, we blame outside factors such as fate, curse our  

luck, call it the devil’s doing or something else. Everyone has the  

potential to bounce back in life.

I never realised my life would become one of the inspirational

stories or that people would see me as a role model for

overcoming obstacles and facing tough situations. Similarly,

even your story may make a difference to others, one day, in its

own way. It need not be like my story.

You may not be able to see a bright light at the end of your own

dark tunnel right now but there is one if you will believe there is

one. During the days I spent in the hospital, I could not envision

my present life since I was worried about how I would live my

life because I was then resisting myself from accepting my life in

a wheelchair. You may be accusing your fate by failing to see

beyond the situation where you might be at present and you

may not even know what future awaits you. Instead of blaming

your present situation, stay focused on your dreams and do not

stop believing in your dreams. Everyone has the power to bring

change in his or her life. At no point should one stop and not go

after what one wants to achieve.

The Literature Today: To whom you dedicate this success to,  

Niranjan?

Niranjan Nerlige V: To my parents who are in heaven and my  

son Pranav.

The Literature Today: How was your journey from a regular  

writer to a published author? There are lot of difficulties and  

circumstances the author face today? How was this in your case?  

Niranjan Nerlige V: When I started writing my book, I didn’t  

even have idea about, how to write the book. I started with  

searching google. As I started writing it, I got the grip of the  

process, with constant feedback from my friends about the  

contents. Once the book was completed, getting it published  

through a publisher wasn’t easy. Hence, I took the route of self-

publishing. Even this route wasn’t as easy as I had thought. It is  

the only experience that teaches everything. One has to undergo  

these experiences in the beginning. Now I am in a much better  

position to decide whether to go through a publisher or self-

publishing. Both have its pros and cons.

The Literature Today: How powerful do you think the book 'I

choose to be unstoppable' is that can bring a positive change in

the people's minds who are less motivated?

Niranjan Nerlige V: My whole objective in writing this book

was not to showcase my achievements but to enable others to

discover their potential to be unstoppable.

I want others to realize their potential for greatness, to become

unfazed by problems, difficulties, and to recognize and turn off

their own internal negative dialogues about themselves despite

any circumstances they are in today. I want them to learn to

swim in this ocean of hurdles. I want everyone to go beyond all

these mundane things to create a meaningful and beautiful life

for him/her and also for the people around them. I strongly

believe everyone has the potential to become unstoppable. When

someone like me has been able to stand up in life despite being

unable to stand up, anyone can accomplish many things in their

life by changing their views. Perhaps, the lessons I learnt in life

would be of help in their journey to overcome obstacles,

difficulties they might encounter.

The Literature Today: I think these types of the book should be

made a part in the reading curriculum of young Indians in school

or colleges. What is your call on this?

Niranjan Nerlige V: Yes, these kinds of books would certainly

help in young minds if they are part of the curriculum.

Youngsters need to learn how to handle failures better than

always thinking about success.
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The Literature Today: The title seems impressive. How did you decided the title, "I choose to be unstoppable"? Please

define it.

Niranjan Nerlige V: I was sharing my life experiences with a group of people from South Dakota in Boston, May

2016. It was a conference and I was the co-facilitator.

There was a gentleman from US who was very inspired after listening to my life story which I shared on the first day

of the workshop. His name was Joe Bartmann. At the end of the third day as part of the “check-out” session everyone

was sharing the learning they got from this workshop and thanking me and my co-facilitator.

When it was Joe’s turn to say something about his experience in the workshop, he talked about the things he learnt

from the workshop and at the conclusion of his speech, he said, “Niranjan, I want to say something more specific

about you now.” Then Joe said, “You have inspired me a lot. After hearing your story and about your love for your

son, I also realise how important family is for me”.

Then he picked up a yellow sticky note, out of his dairy on which he had written something in his room, the

previous day. All of us were quite curious to see what he had written in the sticky note. He showed the sticky note to

all of us. On it was written, “I choose to be Unstoppable.”

Then Joe Bart said, “After hearing your life experiences, difficulties you have managed and still maintaining excellent

relationship with your son, I have written these words for myself.” as a reminder to see it every day. his is how the title

of the book was decided. I want my life to be always unstoppable despite any situation. I have chosen to make life

unstoppable until I leave this world.

The Literature Today: The next books in your series will be coming next year and then ahead. Do you have any hints

for the readers about those books?

Niranjan Nerlige V: The next book I am planning is about how one can overcome his/ her limitations of the mind.

Many times, limitations of the mind is a major obstacle for anyone’s progress than physical limitations.
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WILLIAMSJI MAVELI

The B o o k
S.O.U.L.S (Spirituality of Unknown Luminaries Symphony)

consists of 3 parts, Salvation of Souls, Soliloquy of Souls and Songs of

Souls. These were justified as a reason (or Cause), a spirit (or Power)

and as appetite (or Hunger). All parts of the soul have desires, but

desire in appetitive and spirited parts is not a matter of belief about

what is good or what is bad. This book of poetry is the blossom and

the fragrance of all human knowledge, thoughts, passions and

emotions.
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The Literature Today: How did you come up with the title,

S.O.U.L.S, which mixes up Salvation of Souls, Soliloquy of Souls

and Songs of Souls emotions? S.O.U.L.S is a quite interesting title

and it strikes very quickly!

Williamsji Maveli: Of all the themes based on Human Souls, we

encounter in this world, a spiritual awakening to self which is

perhaps the most misunderstood and confusing concept or inner

truth. I was thinking for the title for almost a month’s period;

almost all the poems included are based on human souls, both

living and dead. Hence initially, I was planning to assign a title

G.O.D, which means the (God Of Dead). Later, many of my

fellow poets advised me not to go for that negative thought of

death-God of dead, Then, I came to know that there are many

similar names like SOULS; finally, I came with a decision of

putting it as S.O.U.L.S, which means Spirituality of Unknown

Luminaries Symphony

One of the reasons to give this title for my book is that there are

so much misunderstanding around the topic of spirituality and its

awakening as we often fail to define and understand, It is not

based on religious or any ethics background. This is one of the

reasons for me to assign this title for my book S.O.U.L.S.

Moreover, we often link “spirituality” to the context of religion,

but in my experience, this is problematical and controversial.

Luminaries or enlightenment to a person or to a concept, can

mean many different things, but it is most often associated with

cognition. You can have an “enlightened mind” through

disciplined study of higher spiritual principles.

The Literature Today: As a reader, who are your favorite authors

– in International and in your own country ‘India’ and then in

the English nation?

Williamsji Maveli: In poetry genre, my favorite’s poets are

William Shakespeare, William Wordsworth, and Shelly. For

Novel, I would love to read Arundhati Roy’s GOD OF SMALL

THINHS, the Booker –prize winning novel again and again.

God of small things is one of her best novels. The God of Small

Things is the first novel of Indian writer Arundhathi Roy. It is a

story about the childhood experiences of fraternal twins whose

lives were badly destroyed by the "Love Laws" that lay down

"who should be loved, and how. And how much. The book

explores how the small things affect people's behavior and their

lives. It won the Booker Prize during year 1997.

Also, I am much delighted to read again and again ONE

HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE, One of the 20th

century's enduring works, This is one of beloved and novel, the

Nobel prize winning book. The novel tells the story of the rise

and fall of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of

the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and

death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. Love and lust, war

and revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility — the

variety of life, the endlessness of death, the search for peace and

truth —these universal themes dominate the novel.

The Literature Today: What was the inspiration or motivation to

write the book, S.O.U.L.S?

WilliamsjiMaveli: I have written 13 books over my 30-year

writing career, and I can tell you that as much as I would like

them to, books never ever write themselves. Motivation is the

measurement of the vigor that is put into any endeavor. When I

write a book, I am bound to confront many struggles with many

life experiences and situations, but where I lack the motivation to

write or experience a writer’s block. To combat this, I always

need an arsenal of tools and techniques that I should use to help

myself to overcome motivational issues. The hardest part of

writing a book is always the first few pages. No matter how

strong the motivation or how compelling the topic, motivating

self to start is the main inspiration in the beginning. Even when

I do not want to type a single word, I just perform it in

anyways… just write as I write. It triggers something in my

own brain so that the pathway between my daily routine and

creative side is easier to find. I create and make small writing

goals which I can achieve every day. We can set goals like,

committing to writing 100 words or one page a day. The

inspiration is my own life. This is the life of the soul and it has its

own ways. Our soul would rather speak the truth, no matter

what the cost, than hide in falsehood. Our soul would rather

love everyone, no matter what they do, than judge them, punish

them or get angry.

Our immortal soul is always seeks and finds its own best ways to

express the truth in every moment. When I never bother to align

with it, my own experience resistance, suffering and pain. When

I align with the power of my own spirit expressing, my life, this

often reflects truth and joy; then I do realize who am I and why

I am here. This is how life works and why the pure love

blossoms.

The Literature Today: Poetry gives lot of freedom to write. Is

writing poetry easy than writing other genres?

Williamsji Maveli: No. Poetry is the most difficult genre. Poetry

writing requires no license, no education, and no experience. All

you need to get started is a pen and some paper. In fact, many

writers discovered their calling because they were compelled to

write poetry at a young age.

But there’s a big difference between writing poetry and writing

good poetry.

Opinions about the art and craft of good poetry are many and

varied. Some hold poetry to a high academic or literary standard.

Others appreciate the fact that poetry writing provides a creative

and healthy form of self-expression.

I believe that all poetry is good in the sense that anything that

comes from the heart or anything that speaks truth is good. The

poem itself might not win any awards, but the act of writing it

can be mood-altering, healing, and maybe even life-changing.

Many poets pursue the craft with a clear goal: they want to get

published. Others write poetry because they find solace in the

work. They don’t care about readers, publication, or awards.

And plenty of writers fall in between: they write for the joy of it

but also with a desire to continually develop their poetry skills

with hopes of getting published one day. There’s nothing wrong

with writing poetry for self. Poetry writing has tremendous

therapeutic and creative value

THE LITERATURE TODAY PREMIERE EDITION VOL. 1 ISSUE 1

PAGE | 14



The Literature Today: Tell us about your writing method? As

you have written so many books till now, how has been your

journey as a writer so far?

Williamsji Maveli: Build up the concept initially, and then

develop it . Poetry teaches us how to access rich language and

produce vivid images in our writing. It is one of the best ways to

develop comprehensive and creative writing skills. Poetry

writing will take you on an exciting adventure through

language, and the very act of working to improve poetry is a

journey that many writers find exhilarating. When we first start

writing poetry, our work is amateurish and awkward. We might

make poems that are cute or silly, poems that don’t make much

sense, or poems that are murky, excessive, or verbose. We

express ourselves but fail to generate poems that compel readers.

But with practice and by putting a little effort into our poetry

writing, our poems can blossom and become riveting — for us

and for our readers. Poets have their own language. It’s true that

there are no rules in poetry, but there are a few best practices,

like eliminate any unnecessary words, don’t arrange words

awkwardly to fit a rhyme scheme, and use imagery.

The Literature Today: Your professional journey has been quite

an inspirational one. How difficult it has been to balance an

illustrious career such as yours along with writing?

Williamsji Maveli: Life is a game of happenings. Life teaches

many lessons. Each lesson has interesting and inspirational

stories. Life is very easy for some people. Such people are born

with luck. But for the rest, life is real struggle. To them, life poses

very difficult challenges for their own survival.

I am not what happened to me, I am what I choose to become. A

little talent is a good thing to have if anyone wants to be a

writer. But the only real requirement is the ability to remember

every scars and wounds in our own life.

Everyone has a soul. Every soul has a destiny. God explains that

every soul will be judged. God warns mankind that during

judgment we will receive a one-way ticket to eternity. The

Religion also teaches us that during this life we have two

choices. We are granted free will to serve and honor God who is

in paradise, or we are free moral agents to choose Satan who will

reside in agony.

The Literature Today: Tell us little about your book title In

Depth& Insight? What do you want to convey your readers from

this?

Williamsji Maveli: ABOUT IN DEPTH: The book IN DEPTH

is the first book in the trilogy series of my world poetic analysis.

60 poems were selected globally and I myself compiled its deep

analysis. This is done in a view of bringing a reader and author

connectivity between the authors and readers for a better

understanding of poetic aspects in creativity perspective, this

book of poetic analysis will highlight on each and every poetic

essence and pulse with an appreciation and analytical outlook.

Poetry is the handling of words, lyrical lines, self made phrases,

thoughtful expressions and language to call human minds and

their heartfelt deep emotions filled with feelings and thoughts,

while a verse is the understanding of these words.

ABOUT INSIGHT: INSIGHT is the 2nd book in the trilogy

series of my world poetic analysis. This trilogy is first of its kind

in the history of literary world

Poetry is the process of creating a literary creation as well as

recreation. The rationale of poetry review and interpretation is

just to keep the aesthetic media of poetry deeply alert and alive.

It is highly vital for our culture that we not only read precious

poetry, but also continue to sort out for ourselves what exactly

high-quality poetry is. The most valuable thing about a review

of a book of poetry is its potential to deepen the reader’s

experience of the work under consideration. The thoughts and

insights of a perceptive, educated, interested writer who has

spent a significant amount of time with the poetry can be of

great help to someone who is new to the poetry.

ABOUT INSPIRE: The 3rd book in the trilogy series has been

titled as INSPIRE and its manuscript has already been started by

me. All the above three books are mainly intended to inspire

budding poets and to motivate them to write good poetry.

The Literature Today: The book has been receiving positive

responses from the book lovers and well-known critics. Did you

ever receive negative criticism for your strong opinions in your

book “S.O.U.L.S” ?How do you face criticism in your life?

Williamsji Maveli: Yes. This is my best poetic bliss so much

attached to my own life experiences. In the charisma of being in

my life’s ecstasy, the universal father and the eternal son unite to

distinguish themselves. Nothing in this infinity situation

foreshadows that the human actor as an individual would

personalize as an infinite holiness co-ordinate with absolute

mind and gifted with unique prerogatives of energy

manipulation. Jesus visits into my own life, being completes the

father’s freedom from the bonds of centralized excellence and

from the chains of behavior dictatorship. And this liberation is

disclosed in the amazing power of the combined designers to

create beings well adapted to serve as ministering spirits even to

the material creatures of the afterwards sprouting universe.

Yes, Negative Criticism often hurts. It can come from a superior

at work or from a perfect stranger. It’s easy to be defensive when

on the receiving end of such criticism. When we fear the

judgment of others, both hurtful words and helpful critiques alike

can seem like bitter condemnation. I spent the better part of my

life wholly concerned with the opinions of others. The fear of

judgment and disapproval was crippling. What was I so afraid

of? Words can be hurtful, yes, but they are just words. I look

back now at the time spent fretting over what others thought of

me and see it as time wasted. It’s impossible to control what a

person will say, but it is possible to be in control of the way you

internalize, process, and react to criticism.
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